
 
 
 
 
 
Facts At-A-Glance 
 
The First Wish:  On April 29, 1980, a 7-year old boy named Chris Greicius realized his lifelong 
dream to become a police officer.  Many of those responsible for fulfilling Chris’ wish wanted to do 
the same for other children with life-threatening illnesses.  This led to the formation of the Foundation. 
 
National History:  Founded in 1980 and headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona, Make-A-Wish is 
the largest wish-granting organization in the world with 62 chapters in the U.S. and its territories and 
many international affiliates.  By dedicating their efforts, resources, talents and hearts to fulfilling the 
wishes of special children, the Make-A-Wish Foundation grants a wish every 40 minutes and has 
granted more than 200,000 wishes in the United States since inception.  
 
Illinois Chapter History:  Founded in 1985 by a group of local volunteers, the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Illinois has granted more than 10,000 wishes to children in all counties of Illinois. 
 
Eligibility:  Children between 2½ and 18 who have a life-threatening medical condition and have 
not already had a wish granted are eligible for a wish through the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
 
Referrals:  A physician, social worker, or other health care professional may refer a child. A 
child’s parents or legal guardians may make referrals directly. A child may also refer him- or herself. 
All children must be referred before their 18th birthday. 
 
How Wishes Are Granted: After the Foundation receives a referral, a team of two trained Wish 
Granting volunteers will visit with the child to learn of his or her wish. The volunteers will get 
acquainted with the family and guide them through the wish process. Make-A-Wish will grant a wish 
for any child who is deemed medically eligible by their treating physician. 
 
Number of Wishes:  The Illinois chapter has turned dreams into reality for more than 10,000 
children. In fiscal year 2011, the Foundation fulfilled 766 wishes, the most ever in chapter history. In 
fiscal year 2012, its goal is to provide wishes for 800 Illinois children.   
 
Support:  Financial support for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Illinois comes from individual, 
corporate and foundation donors. In addition, more than 1,400 volunteers and 40 staff are a vital 
part of the Foundation’s success. 
 
Cost of a Wish:  The average total cost of a wish is approximately $8,500. This is includes in-
kind donations of products and services of close to $3,400 per wish and average expenditures of 
approximately $5,100 per wish. There is no cost to the family in fulfilling a child’s wish.  Every 
expense, every phone call, every travel arrangement is taken care of by the Foundation. 
 
Expenses: Our program service expense ratio in fiscal year 2011 (September 1, 2010 to 
August 31, 2011) was 80.7 percent*. This ratio exceeds the standards set by both the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of America and the Better Business Bureau. 
 
 
 
*based on preliminary and unaudited financials 


